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Our first reading today contains one of the most famous, and for many one of the most puzzling, lines in 

the Bible. 

“Vanity of vanities. … All is vanity and a chasing after wind.”   King Solomon, reputed to be the wisest 

human who ever lived, is saying that everything he has ever done or said or learned is futile, pointless, empty, 

meaningless.  That is a harsh and discouraging idea.  The wise King despairs as he realizes that all his wisdom 

will be left to those who may not understand it, that all his accomplishments may be forgotten or frittered away 

by those who come after him.   

He is right, of course.  We have no control over what those who survive us will do with what we leave 

behind.  And if we put our hearts there into the permanent survival and thriving of our personal endeavors, our 

lives will be in vain and our hearts will despair.  Even great cathedrals crumble.  Great works of literature are 

sometimes lost.  Fortunes are squandered or destroyed.  Solomon is recognizing that everything changes, that 

everything in this world eventually fades away.  As I read this, I was reminded of Percy Bysshe Shelley’s 

wonderful poem Ozymandias. 
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“Look on my works, ye mighty, and despair!”  Despair, if you are following Ozymandias and trying to 

create for yourself some kind of permanent monument, something by which you will be remembered forever. 



But our two New Testament readings show us another possibility.  They remind us that the things that 

pass away are not all that is.  In Christ we know something more real, more enduring than any statue or 

mountain.  Our faith teaches us that Love is the most enduring, most real thing in the universe.  It is only by 

attaching our lives and hearts to that reality, that we find ultimate meaning that transcends the vanity.   We do 

not chase the wind, because the Spirit, the source of all wind, is already with us and needs no chasing.   

It seems very appropriate that we have these readings about what is most real right before the Feast of 

the Transfiguration (this Friday, August 6).  Transfiguration has long been an important and glorious 

celebration for the Church.  Since 1945, it has also been a day of tragic remembrance.  For on that 

Transfiguration Day an atomic bomb obliterated Hiroshima. 
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Each Transfiguration I recall Christobel Mattingly’s wonderful tale of the transfiguring power of love 
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Let us pray:  God of grace and glory, clear our eyes to see your light, enliven our hearts to feel your 

love, and strengthen our hands to serve all your children.  Amen.**


