Vestry Meeting

St. James Episcopal Church

August 25, 2009

Attending:
Mother Raggs Ragan, Marian Mirsky, Katie Curry, Kevin Saddler, Bill Eick, Mary Holstein, Cynthia Reynolds, Keith Conway.
Excused:
Don Bachman, Keaka Loo, Jill Woodworth

I.
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Mother Raggs Ragan at 7:40 p.m.  The meeting was held at McMenamin’s Grand Lodge following the Sunset Convocation Oregon food bank fundraiser dinner.  
II.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


MOTION:  Kevin Saddler moved to approve the minutes from the July 14, 2009 vestry meeting.  Katie Curry seconded.  Motion PASSED

III.
RECTOR’S REPORT


In light of the late meeting time and location, and the fact that she just returned yesterday from vacation, Mother Raggs Ragan passed on a rector report.
IV.
FINANCIAL REPORT- Don is recovering from surgery and some pesky infections; in the absence of Elsie (who is in Texas) Katie Curry reported that we are still doing as expected in this economy.  Our cushion is narrowing – but we will be paying the DPA for June, July and August this week upon Elsie’s return, which will catch us up.
V.
MISSION – The St. James Day work party was a success.  Mary Petrillo, new to the Parish, attended, and contributed much enthusiasm.

Natasha has been out of the country, and will be asked for a report summarizing the rides situation.  Is the OMC van available perhaps to pick up people on Sundays?


Energy usage/priority list is being developed by Elizabeth.  They have been working with the HVAC contractor on several items.

Kevin is going to try to contact the Oregon Assn. of Landscape Contactors re the blackberry/ivy cleanup efforts – hopefully to take place in November.

Mary suggested that she could offer “back to school” haircuts through the Caring Closet.  It was suggested that finding out when school pictures will be taken might be a good time to offer this.

VI.
DISCIPLESHIP – Please read the minutes.  Marian taking notes tonight.


Keys/Locks – “Angel” donation given to cover cost of replacing/rekeying.  When Elsie returns, she will be ordering.


Stewardship – Keith and Bill McKee have set the start date as Sunday, October 18th with the “Buying More for Less” presentation by Rick and Lisa Perry.  Thanks to Mary for setting this up.  October 25th Cynthia Reynolds will do an introduction to recognizing one’s gifts and talents.  The Bishop visits on November 1st; and on November 8th Bill and Keith will do testimonials.  The ingathering will be on November 22nd.  Adult Ed continues, but will delay on starting The Shack until Jan ’10.  History videos continue until mid-October, then Stewardship presentations, then Advent series then The Shack.   
VII.
EVANGELISM

Sunday 9/12/09 will be the St. James DIY Garage Sale.  Time will be 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Betsy and Ann Lanfri will coordinate.

Church Picnic with the OMC will be the next day, Sept. 13th.  Bill Eick and the Hohn’s are planning in coordination with James Wee from the OMC.  They budget for their picnic – so we will do “free will” offering prior to the date, to cover our costs.


Family Game Night will take place later in the fall.  Shelly Blouin will be in charge of this.


A Welcome Letter signed by the wardens and clergy was circulated for each of the newcomers being welcomed into the Church at the adoption ceremony.


The next labyrinth open house will be on Saturday, 9/5/09 in conjunction with the Taize service.  We had 4 new people show up for the 8/1/09 labyrinth walk.


St. Francis Sunday is coming up – October 4th!  Get your animals ready.

VIII.
September Meeting Schedule due to Labor Day holiday:


a. 
Discipleship Sept 8

b.
Mission Sept 15

c.
Evangelism Sept 22

d.
Vestry Sept 29  

IX.
New Items


The freezer, purchased 05/2008, and died 10/2008, resuscitated under warranty with a new compressor, has died again.  Mother Raggs had a quote of $250 + the price of a new compressor from Standard to fix.  Vestry agreed that this is a lemon, and we do not want to throw more good money after bad.  Good news!  Upon Elsie’s return she talked to Frigidaire and they will fix for free.
X.
Closing Prayer – Mother Raggs Ragan closed with prayer at 9:15 p.m.  Thank you cards were collected.  18 cards in all were sent out. (Marian took her 4 home and sent out separately.)
Respectfully submitted:  Marian Mirsky for Vestry Clerk, Elsie Edge.
